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Meeting at Aldbrough Youth Cub - 18 November 2009 
 
Present: Victoria Wise Chair/Humberside Police Authority 
 PC W Stephenson Humberside Police 
 Cllr M Grove  East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
 Cllr T Floater Aldbrough Parish Council 
 Cllr B Mendham Preston Parish Council 
 Cllr P Furnum Preston Parish Council 
 Kate Barratt Safe Communities 
 S Cantwell Local Resident 
 J E Gilroy Local Resident 
 M Gilroy Local Resident 
 D Holdsworth Local Resident 
 P A Garnett Local Resident 
 A Eastwood Local Resident 
 
The problem of motorists speeding through villages was again raised and seems to be a 
major cause for concern within the area. PC Stephenson agreed that this was the No 1 
complaint that he received and, to this end, described the intention of launching Community 
Speed Watches which would enable local representatives, supported by PCSOs, to monitor 
speeding through their own area. Details would be noted and any persistent offenders would 
be sent warning letters. This would also highlight any areas where there was a serious 
problem.  
 
A lengthy discussion took place regarding speeding and speed detection. It was asked 
whether the placement of speed camera warning signs in various areas would deter 
speeding. PC Stephenson replied that, by legislation, these could only be placed in 
designated camera areas. The comment was then made that why was it necessary for there 
to have been serious/fatal accidents before camera sites are designated. PC Stephenson 
said that certain criteria had to be applied before designating camera sites including the 
number of accidents and also there being a safe place to park the van which has to be visible. 
However, all reported accidents/incidents were looked into and if a pattern appeared to be 
emerging or there were a lot of complaints/incidents in a particular area, the details were 
passed to the Roads Policing Unit for further investigation and they might recommend a 
camera site being designated. He also commented that due to any speed detection work 
having to be highly visible, drivers would slow down on these occasions but it could not be 
guaranteed that they would continue to do so. 
 
A comment was made about Neat Marsh Lane at Preston being used as a 'rat run' although 
it was supposed to be an 'access only' road. PC Stephenson said that they were aware of 
the problem and PC Pyle had been down there on several occasions and had issued fixed 
penalty tickets to a number of people who had no legitimate reason for using that road. 
 
 
 



The problem of parking on Staithes Road at Preston when there was an event on at the 
sports ground was raised. It restricted the roadway which made it particularly difficult for large 
lorries coming in and out of the industrial units. 
 
PC Stephenson replied that the road was a clearway so no-one should actually be parking 
anyway. However, this problem was known about and the PCSOs had been there on several 
occasions, as part of their tasking, and issued fixed penalty tickets. 
 
PC Stephenson said that, in general, the area was very safe with a relatively low crime rate. 
Recent investigations had involved the supply and possession of Class A drugs, as a result of 
intelligence from the public. He added that currently there was also the seasonal problem 
with poachers, mostly from outside the Force area, now that most of the land work on the 
farms was finished. Farmers and the Police were working closely together to deal with this 
problem. PC Stephenson commented that, in recent years, the focus had been on detection 
rates and league tables as far as police work had been concerned which resulted in the 
Force being placed in special measures by the HMIC and a different set of priorities. 
However, this had now changed with the Government wanting more community based 
policing. The introduction of the Policing Pledge now meant that more time was spent in 
visiting victims of crime and offering the service that the public wanted. Miss Wise 
commented that the Force had worked very hard to get out of special measures and, having 
achieved this, were now amongst the top 3 Forces in the country delivering the Policing 
Pledge and other Forces were visiting Humberside to see how this was done. However, there 
had been very little press/media cover of this. 
 
One other area where there was cause for concern was that of under-age drinking either 
through older youths buying alcohol for younger ones or by shops illegally selling alcohol to 
under-age youths. To this end, PC Stephenson said that specially-trained young people were 
sometimes used in a test purchase operation in an attempt to stamp out this problem. Ms 
Barratt introduced herself and explained how Safe Communities worked, together with the 
Police and other emergency services, to try and solve local problems such as underage 
drinking, graffiti on the streets etc. She also explained that any matters of concern could be 
referred to the Neighbourhood Action Team through her. 
 
The date for the next meeting was agreed to be on Wednesday 10 February 2010 at either 
Hedon Town Hall or South Holderness Technology College at 7 pm. 
 
Subsequently the venue for the next meeting was confirmed as Hedon Town Hall. 


